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Palmerston Pistol Club vice-president Jo Hutchinson is pleased the club has new room to expand. Picture: JUSTIN SANSON

Pistol club stays on target
By DAMIEN McCARTNEY

A SMALL Palmerston sports club
has received a boost after an
area of crown land was signed
over to them.

Palmerston Pistol Club were
given the area ± adjacent to their
existing site off Catalina Rd,
Marlows Lagoon ± for their own
use, meaning they can do what
they want with it.

PPC vice-president Jo
Hutchinson said signing of the
lease secured the club's future.

``This guarantees the club can
stay at this complex for the
foreseeable future,'' she said.

``It also gives us a means to
expand the facilities we've got.''

She said the club was looking
to use the extra land to build a
new range.

``We're looking at building a
(metallic) silhouette range ±
they're 100m rather than 50m for
other disciplines.''

The announcement comes as
the club makes plans to renovate
their existing 50m range, and

build an indoor range. The club
has been in it's current location
for nearly 20 years.

Ms Hutchinson said the extra
range could see a boost in
registered members, which
would allow them to renovate
other areas of the site ± including
the unsealed driveway and
carpark.

``We need a new driveway and
carpark ± it's a bit slippery at this
time of year,'' she said.

Ms Hutchinson said the area
was perfect for shooting because

there are no residential
allotments nearby.

``It's perfect for our use ±
behind us is a storm surge area
from the Elizabeth River so it
won't get built out.''

The lease has been signed for
10 years, with the option of
extending for another 10.

The club has 50 registered
members and holds open days
where members of the public can
shoot a gun twice per year.

For more information, log on
to palmerstonpistolclub.org

Safety
fears at
school

The principal
and school council
are aware of
the impending
asbestos removal

By COURTNEY TODD

STUDENTS and staff at
Batchelor Area School are being
exposed to asbestos and toxic
liquids, according to the United
Voice union.

United Voice NT branch
secretary Matthew Gardiner said
the union highlighted several
health and safety issues during a
visit to the school in December,
and eight weeks later most
problems still weren't ®xed.

Mr Gardiner said petrol,
methylated spirits, aerosols and
¯ammable liquids were being
kept in an unsecured room at the
school and a small area of paint
that was used to seal asbestos
was peeling.

He said it had been
impossible for concerns to be
of®cially reported.

``Staff have evidence they told
front of®ce management about
ants infesting the now
condemned kitchen block at the
outdoor education campus in
2011,'' Mr Gardiner said.

``Staff reports were not
of®cially documented at the time
and they were told verbally it is
not their concern.''

The building was condemned
in 2013 and Mr Gardiner said the
union was concerned the
building hadn't been demolished
during the school holidays.

Department of Education
executive director schools north

Marion Guppy said there
were plans in place to remove
the building.

As a ®rst step, a quali®ed
asbestos removal contractor
would be engaged, she said.

``The principal and school
council are aware of the
impending asbestos removal and
are involved in the planning for a
replacement of the activity and
dining centre,'' Ms Guppy said.

She said the paint and toxic
chemical issues had already
been addressed.

``There were some areas
where paint on the verandas of
dormitories (at the outdoor
education centre) was ¯aking,''
she said. ``These were sealed by
an asbestos registered painter.

``Hazardous chemicals were
stored in a ventilated room,
but have since been removed
and placed in a ventilated shed
until chemical storage
cupboards arrive.''
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